AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 26, 2006
AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 2, 2006
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 4, 2006

SENATE BILL No. 1764

Introduced by Senator Runner

February 24, 2006

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1764, as amended, Runner. Kindergarten:—first-grade: age of
admission.

Existing law requires a child to be admitted to kindergarten at the
beginning of a school year, or at any time later in the same year, if the
child will have his or her 5th birthday on or before December 2 of that
school year. Existing law requires a child to be admitted to the 1st
grade of an elementary school during the first month of a school year
if the child will have his or her 6th birthday on or before December 2
of that school year.

This bill would—insteat—reguire—that—a—chiHd—be—admitted—to
Kind he beainni ; hool | et .
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year-H-the-che-wil-have-his-er-her-6th-birthday-on-or-before-these
dates express the intent of the Legislature that the age at which a child
iseligible for admission to kindergarten be increased.

This bill would-previde express the intent of the Legislature that any
savings realized as a result of this change in age for admission to
kindergarten-ane-1st-grade be appropriated, as provided, to increase
access to preschool programs for 4-year-old children, with priority
given to at-risk children, and to compensate school districts for the
loss in average daily attendance resulting from the change in the age
for kindergarten admission.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: -yes-no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. This act shall be known, and may be cited, as
2 the School Readiness Act of 2007.
3 SEC. 2. (a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares all of
4 the following:
5 (1) By delaying the age at which children are permitted to
6 enroll in kindergarten, California’s children will be better
7 prepared to enter into the academic environment that is required
8 by the kindergarten curriculum.

9 (2) Studies have shown that at-risk children benefit the most
10 from preschool programs.
11 (3) The change described in paragraph (1) will result in a
12 decrease in the number of pupils enrolled in kindergarten-evera
13 three-yearperiod and that decreased enrollment will affect the

14 class size in each subsequent grade-level-threugh-and-recluding
15 the—2023-24-schoolyear—H—is—estimated—that-there—wit-be—a
16 25-pereent-deerease—in—the—enrolment-ofkindergarten—classes
17 ever-this-three-yearperiod-that-willaffectthe subsequent-grade
18 levels-overthe-15-yearperiod: level.

19 (4) The decrease in enrollment described in paragraph (3) will
20 necessarily decrease the number of units of average daily
21 attendance that a school district may claim for the purpose of
22 computing the amount of state revenue limit aid a school district
23 may receive, thereby allowing the state to realize significant cost
24 savings.
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(b) It is further the intent of the Legislature that these cost
savings be appropriated partially to compensate school districts
for loss in average daily attendance resulting from changing the
age at which children are required to be admitted to kindergarten
and partially to provide preschool for children that are four years
old and who do not meet the minimum age requirement for
kindergarten admission, with priority given to at-risk children.
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